Prenatal care utilization among low-income African American women.
The purpose of this study was to assess prenatal care utilization among low-income African American women, examine the relations of demographic and other selected variables to the adequacy of prenatal care utilization, and to describe the women's positive and negative experiences with prenatal care. The sample consisted of 126 African American women who had a child 1 year old or younger. A structured interview developed by the investigator was used. Adequacy of prenatal care utilization (APNCU) was calculated using Kotelchuck's index (Kotelchuck, 1994b). The findings indicated that 13% of the women did not receive any prenatal care and that only 50.8% of the women had adequate utilization of prenatal care. Women who perceived prenatal care as important utilized the services significantly more than other women, chi 2(1, N = 126) = 8.04, p = .01. Demographic variables, presence of health problems during pregnancy, and whether or not pregnancy was planned were not significantly related to APNCU. Several positive aspects of prenatal care were expressed by the women, and 24% of those who obtained care stated that there was nothing negative about it. The negative experiences mentioned by some women were clinic waiting time, waking up in the morning, transportation difficulties, having morning sickness, and disliking seeing a doctor.